THE CATHOLIC CHURCH OF

SAINTS PETER AND PAUL

150 Railway St. E., P.O. Box 96, Loretto, MN 55357
Ph: (763) 479-0535 + www.sspap.org + sppoffice@saintsppta.org

21°" SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME AUGUST 23, 2026

“I will give you the
keys to the kingdom.
Whatever you bind
on earth shall be
bound in heaven
and whatever you
loose on earth shall
be loosed in
heaven.”

Mt 16:19

WG

OUR PARISH MISSION

To form and nurture disciples of Jesus Christ in union with the Roman Catholic Church.

Weekend Masses (Al SPP weekend Masses in Church) “Temporary” Confession Schedule
Tue, Wed, Thu, Fri....cccovererenrenenne 7:45-8:15am @ St. Thomas
M}’ M}’ Tue, Wed, Fri 3:30-4pm @ St. Thomas
bl sk B G VRN end S MO0 Wednesdays............ 6:15-7pm @ St. Thomas (w/Adoration)
5:30pm.......St. Thomas 9:00am.......Ss. Peter & Paul First Thursdays 3:30-4pm @ St. Thomas

e Saturdays 7:30-8:15am @ St. Thomas

3-3:45pm @ Ss. Peter & Paul

“Temporary” Weekday Mass Schedule

Tue, Wed, Thu, Fri, & Sat.........8:30am @ St. Thomas Sacrament Guidelines

Baptisms:

Make arrangements with the pastor. Copy of Birth Certificate must be
submitted, at the latest, one week before the baptism.

Welcome Visitors!

To join our parish, please go to our
website, contact the Parish Office, or
scan the QR code to the right to be
taken to our online registration form.

Marriages:

Make arrangements with the pastor 6-8 months in advance. Must be a
registered parishioner at least six months prior to beginning marriage
prep. Cohabiting couples will normally be required to separate before
scheduling a wedding.

Archdiocese Victim Assistance Hotline: (651) 291-4475
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21°" SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

August 23, 2026
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This is the 21* Sunday in Ordinary Time. Our reading from St.
Matthew's gospel has the account of Jesus at Caesaria Phillipi at the
headwaters of the Jordan River in which He was baptized by John the
Baptist.

Jesus asks the apostles who do people say that He is. Other apostles
mention generally who the people think that Jesus is; but when pressed
by Jesus about who they think He is, Peter famously says that He is the
Christ (Messiah), the Son of the Living God. Later events prove that
Peter did not fully understand what that meant, but he was coming to
understand more of who Jesus must be compared to the prophets of
old.

Jesus then momentously states that He intends to build a church, a
word coming from the Greek language which means assembly or
gathering. He also says He will build it on Peter and that the jaws of the
netherworld (hell) will not prevail against it.

Jesus is declaring that He has come to build a church, it will be His church, and hell will not
lead it astray. He says that He will build it on Peter. The Catholic Church takes its under-
standing of itself as the one Church of Jesus Christ founded intentionally by Jesus on Peter
from this passage along with others. This is the clearest charter of her role as the flock of
Christ lead in this world after Jesus’ ascension into heaven, by Peter and his successors,
the popes. The flock of Christ in this world will never be left without a shepherd to guide it,
and Jesus has declared this to be so in this passage.

e Our accessibility project is moving along rapidly toward completion. We still need addition-
al support from the congregation to meet our goal of minimizing withdrawals from savings,
as we have a few more projects to complete to update and restore our church fully.

* Maintenance work includes making repairs to the church floor, restoring the pews, and
replacing the kneelers. Then completing the new altars and pulpit will wrap up the
updating of our church to move ahead into a bright future serving Jesus Christ amidst His
people in this rapidly changing world!

PART-TIME
CUSTODIAN
NEEDED

Our parish is seeking a reliable part-
time custodian for 10-15 hours per
week. Duties include general cleaning of
the church and school to help keep our
facilities welcoming and well cared for.
Gary will continue managing campus
maintenance and general cleaning,
where needed.

If interested, please contact Todd
Ziesmer for more information at
tziesmer@saintsppta.org | 763-479-
0536.

COFFEE & ROLLS

All are invited to the Parish Center Dining
Hall for coffee, juice and rolls following
the 9 AM Mass. |

BULLETIN SUBMISSIONS

Bulletin articles are due by 9:00 AM on Mondays,
unless indicated else-where in the bulletin. All arti-
cles must be completely written before submitting.
Please email to both selsen@saintsppta.org
and jrathburn@saintsppta.org.

Thank you.

Ss. Peter & Paul
Office Hours

Tuesday - Friday
9am - 4pm

Parish Staff

Rev. Glen Jenson, Pastor
frienson@saintsppta.org

Rev. Sebastien Bakatu
Weekend Assistant

Tom Utecht, Deacon
dentutecht@saintsppta.org

Todd Ziesmer
Parish Business Administrator
tziesmer@saintsppta.org

Sherry Elsen
Parish Office Administrator
selsen@saintsppta.org

Lynn Scholtes
Administrative Assistant
Ischoltes@saintsppta.org

T) Slamkowski
Dir. of Youth
Ministry/Safe Envnrmt Coordinator
tjslamkowski@saintsppta.org

Claire Lenz
Dir. of Faith Formation
clenz@saintsppta.org

Joyce Rathburn
Parish Life Coordinator
jrathburn@saintsppta.org

Gary Zitzloff
Director of Maintenance
gzitzloff@saintsppta.org

Carrie Ferdinandt
Music Coordinator &
Ss. Peter & Paul Organist

Greg Elsen
Volunteer Choir Director

Trustees

Brad Jacobs, Lee Schlosser

Parish Council

Bill Maurer-Chair, Lark Ahlstrom,
Paul Gibson, Todd Johnson, Scott
Ritter, Tim Spaulding,
OPEN POSITION

Finance Council

Rachel Polson-Chair,
Dan Doboszenski, Randy Elsen,
Bernadette Grenzer,
Jovelyn Larson




SAINTS PETER AND PAUL

_—=> SUPPORTING PARISH & COMMUNITY ~—~—

PARISH FINANCIAL UPDATE (uly 2026-June 2027 contributions)

Contributions toward our renovation project are not included.

Week Ending August 16, 2026

Donation Type WI/E Collection | YTD Actual YTD Budget Difference Prior YTD Actual
Envelopes $5,384.30 | $40,497.43 $43,400.00 | $(2,902.57) $40,436.00 For online Sunday
Electronic Giving §3225.11| $14,597.43|  $13,700.00 $897.43 $13,053.21 Offering
Loose Plate $187.00 |  $1,663.00 $2,160.00 $ (497.00) $2,348.25 COZItrI%I;IetIO(;‘IS,
scan above coge or go
TOTALS $8,796.41 | $56,757.86 | $59,260.00 | $(2,502.14) $55,837.46 t5ishap GEE/ehinegiing.
“ACCESS FORALL" | CHALLENGE TOTAL REC'D For donations to
N R OVERALL ‘J“
L t//‘/ 7 S é (incl. Parishioner SFQR N or go to
, et 4‘.*‘//*//_;;;/’4 Base, lead ACCES ue‘ﬂg"’ https://secure.myv
: B —— Cha anco.com/YNYQ/ca
other forms of Scan QR code mpaign/C-14D63
support.) to the right...
$1,000,000
oo o “ACCESS FOR ALL" | UPDATE
$900000 A SantENAE This week we will be seeing some
7] MlNI“E more visual construction going on.
—| $850000 They are putting in the door frame
| sacooge from the Church into the new addition. They have
BROADER PARISHIONER GIFTS* most of the new addition walls painted.
S _| ¢$750000
otal .
Donations per . The.ele.vator grrlveq on Mopday, and they are
GiftLevel | #of Donors | _ Gift Level Actual Needed beginning to install it. That is about a 2-week
$ 20,000 1 $ 20,000 | $ - 18 20,000 rocess
$ 10,000 2 $ 20,000 | $ 25,000 | $ (5,000) p '
$ 7,500 6 $ 45,000 | $ = $ 45,000 3
$ 5,000 10 $ 50,000 $ 35,700 $ 14,300 o They have Started tO t||e the bath r00mS,
$ 2500 10 [$ 25000|$  15069[$ 9931 starting with the floors.
$ 1,000 20 $ 20,000 | $ 27,241 | § (7,241),
$ S0l 0 1S 500018 741118 17569 e The contractors will begin laying the exterior
<500 1 $ 2,000 | $ 2487 | $ (487) -
Patronal Feast blocks and brick work.
Proceeds $ 17,766 | $ (17,766)
Total 100 |$ 207,000 [§  130673| § 76,327 Thank you to everyone for your generous

$680,373 contributions
*This amount represents gifts from the broader parishioner ‘ )
base and is distinct from lead commitents and other forms of

support already secured.

Gary

MISSION THANK YOU!

A couple of weeks ago, we wel-
comed Fr. Mathai from the
Congregation of the Sons of the
Immaculate Conception who
spoke about their mission to
provide safety, education,
healthcare, and daily care to
children in great need in India.
Through your generosity, we
were able to give him a check
for $2,349.00. Thank you for
your kindness and support!

The South entry wall of
the new addition

Standing in the Church
looking out

Standing at the elevator
looking into the Church
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ONLY PETER HAS THE ANSWER
“What do you think of the Pope?”

After the election of Pope Leo XIV in 2025, all my non-
Catholic friends texted me this question. The result of
the papal conclave was dominating the news cycle, and
everyone was curious about this man who would now
be so prominent on the world stage, making me
temporarily popular with people who apparently need
more (and better) Catholics in their lives.

In today's Gospel, we see Jesus entrust Peter and his
heirs with the stewardship of the kingdom here on
earth, creating an unbroken line of authority that
stretches through the millennia all the way to our
current Pope — whoever he is at the time you are
reading this.

| don't know if you like the Pope. The same goes for your
local bishop and your pastor. If a friend texted you,
“What do you think of him?" | have no idea how you
would respond.

All I know is this: it doesn’t really matter. What really
matters is what we would say if a friend texted us the
same question about Jesus Christ: “What do you think of
him, and why?"

In today's Gospel, Jesus doesn't ask his disciples to take
an 1Q test. He doesn't try to find out which one is the
nicest, the hardest worker, the most humble, or even
the holiest.

He asks a very simple question: “Who do you say that |
am?”

Peter has the answer.

| am not Catholic because | like the Pope. | am not
Catholic because the human representatives of the
Church have anything to offer me (they often do, but
this is beside the point).

| am Catholic because only Peter has the answer.

©LP

THETEN COMMANDMENTS

Question:
In Sunday school, the students are
studying the Ten Commandments.
| know that kids are important in
the eyes of God, so I'm just won-
dering why there isn't a com-
mandment about honoring
children.

Answer:

Commandments provide EOO-Equal Opportunity for
Observance! They are meant for everyone, children as
well as adults. There are several assumptions that would
make such a commandment a bit redundant. One,
children are entrusted to the care of their parents. So,
respect, love, and care — as well as teaching them — are
assumed to be part of the responsibility of parents. They
are the first teachers in the ways of faith and, as such,
participate in God's work of loving and creating. The
child has the obligation and responsibility towards their
parents. Only when they are adults will they make
decisions on their own.

In Biblical times, and in many societies today, children
are responsible for caring for elderly parents, providing
for their needs. In our culture today, too often kids have
more rights than responsibilities, and oftentimes long
before they are able to handle them. If we follow the
Commandment of Jesus to love others and treat them as
we would want to be treated, everyone is included,
children too.

OLPi

The Venerable Fulton Sheen will be beatified on
Thursday, September 24, 2026,
at the Dome of America s Center in St. Louis, MO.
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“ o‘““'l'eerg LORETTZ% ;gN FEST
\\Geded! Sat., Sept. 12"

We are looking for enthusiastic volunteers to help
set up and/or work at our booth, and supervise
the games and inflatables at the Fun Fest. Set up
begins at 2 PM, and the festival hours are from 3-7
PM. There is a sign-up sheet in the Parish Center.
Whether you can spare an hour or a full afternoon,
your time will make a difference. Please contact
Joyce at jrathburn@saintsppta.org or (763) 496-
5142 for more details or sign up in the lobby.

NEW DERERTIIE

GHRISHEINDEMARET
llﬂl‘l‘lllﬂl

Thanks to a very generous
donation, we have a big supply of
regular Coke and Sprite. We are
asking for diet and other varieties
of soda and water. With Labor Day
approaching, look for bargains at
grocery stores and gas stations.

Donations can be left on
kitchen counter or

Parish Center lobby.

it
NOTHS 7

For almost nine years, Ms. Dianna Anderson
has faithfully made the trek from Elk River to
provide music for our liturgies at St. Thomas,
and more recently also at Ss. Peter and Paul.
She has made the decision to accept a postion
that is much closer to her home and begins
the first weekend September.

Thank you, Dianna, for your dedicated service
to the St. Thomas and Ss. Peter and Paul
communities! We wish you well in your next
chapter!

CATECHETICAL INSTITUTE:
Pillars Program deadline extended to Aug. 31°

Life is Worth
Living Your Faith

Discover its richness -
P

studying the Catechism ©

Join the Pillars Program E'SH

The Class of Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen I Locations

Learn the Creed, Sacraments, ;’:-:E?:(}N: o e . v
Moral Life, and Prayer. s ShoTomen - avzsia i
! CATECHETICAL

S LIVESTREAMED: In-Person

Two-Year Class begins in St. Dominic - Northfield & Satelite ®

September. Mondays, 7-9pm. St. Francis Xavier - Buffalo INSTITUTE
Applications due Aug15. The Saint Paul Seminary

St. Peter - Forest Lake saintpaulseminary.org/Cl

651-962-5072

MoORE ABOUT

BACK-TO-SCHOOL EVENT - DR. LEONARD SAX
Monday, August 31%, 5:30pm

St. Maximilian Kolbe Academy

2352" st. S., Delano

physician known for his work on child and adolescent AT
development, as well as for authoring several bestsel- E i

ling books, including Why Gender Matters and Boys I A
Adrift. He has also provided primary care services and has spoken at
over 500 schools and communities worldwide.

Catholic United

Financial

\ Trusted Fraternal Lile Brand

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR 2026
CUF SCHOLARSHIP STUDENTS

Catholic United Financial would like to congratulate
2 recipients from our council who received
scholarships from our organization.

Erin Ruis is attending Dordt College in Sioux
Center, Her parents are Rachel (Van Beusekom)
and Jason Ruis.

Lillian Steinke will be attending Benedictine
College in Atchison, Kansas. Her parents are Susan
and Kurt Steinke.

Their faith showed through as they spoke about
their future plans. We wish them both the best and
know that if they keep God close in their lives, they
will be successful.

Catholic United g8
Financial$s

Catholic United Financial has given out over ?
$3 million in post high school tuition scholar-ships. (A
Recipients receive a $500.00 scholarship if they are

attending a Catholic College, Uni-versity or

Institution and $300.00 if they are attending a non-

Catholic College, University or Institution.

We honored our scholarship students with a small
gift at the complimentary coffee and rolls on
Sunday, August 1st.

Congratulations to both of them!
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LITURGICAL MINISTERS
Sat, August 29 - 4PM
Priest.....c.ue.. Fr. Jenson
Sacristan........Mary Kaye Schneider
Rosary............ Marlis Doboszenski
Ushers............ Lee Schlosser, Butch Peitz
Lector......cu.... Tim Spaulding
EMHC.....ccnnn. Cindy Spaulding
Sun, August 30 - 9AM
Priest. .. eeeene Fr. Steve Ulrick
Sacristan......... JoAnn Schlosser (sub req.)
Rosary............ Meg Clemens
Ushers............. John Grenzer, Randy
Arens, Allen Pouliot
Lector. ... Amy Gallus
EMHC.....ccnnn. Meg Clemens

Cup Minister...Rachel Polson
Hospitality.......Allan & Christine Fisher

OMNass
(Intentians
Clugust 25 -30, 2026

Tues......+Muriel A. Gruber

Wedl......+Fr. Martin B. Shallbetter

Thur......For Annunciation Parish on the
1-Year Anniversary of Tragedy

Sat........4:00pm...+Mary Zachman

Sun.......9:00am...Members of Our
Two Parishes

OBSERVANCES FOR THE WEEK
OF AUGUST 23, 2026

Sunday: 21*Sunday in Ordinary Time

Monday: St. Bartholomew, Apostle

Tuesday: St. Louis; St. Joseph Calasanz,
Priest

Wednesday:

Thursday:  St. Monica

Friday: St. Augustine, Bishop and Doctor
of the Church

Saturday:  The Passion of St. John the
Baptist

Next Sunday: 22" Sunday in Ordinary Time

CALENDAR

SUN, Aug 23
WED, Aug 26
MON, Aug 31

TUE, Sept 1
THU, Sept 3
FRI, Sep 4
SAT, Sept 5
MON, Sep 7
TUE, Sep 8
SAT, Sep 12
SUN, Sep 13

MON, Sep 14
TUE, Sep 15

FRI, Sep 18
SAT, Sep 19
SUN, Sep 20

SPP = Ss. Peter & Paul
ST = St. Thomas
DH - Dining Hall

AUGUST

Holy Apostles COR Team | 5-7pm @ SPP
All R.E. Registrations due
Women's “Table of Wisdom" Group | 10am SPP DH

SEPTEMBER

VIA Set-Up | Parish Center

Pastoral Council mtg | 6:30pm, SPP Conference Rm
Family Intercessory Prayer | 9am @ ST Church

1** Saturday Devotions | 7:30-9am @ ST Church
Labor Day Mass | 9:00am @ St. Thomas
VIA Classes begin | 8am-4pm in Parish Center
Loretto Fun Fest | 3pm @ Loretto Park

Holy Apostles COR Team | 5-6:30pm, SPP Youth Rm
Holy Apostles Youth Group | 6:30-8pm, SPP Youth Rm
Women's “Table of Wisdom” Group | 10am SPP DH
VIA Classes | 8am-4pm in Parish Center

OCIA Classes begin | 7:00pm (Location TBD)

Happy Birthday, Fr. Jenson!

Men's Cancer Support Group | 9am, ST Old Rectory
Private Rental | SPP Dining Hall/Kitchen

r—_—_—_—_—_

WED: YOUNG ADULT STUDY | 6:30-8:30PM

THU: MEN’S SOCIAL GROUP | 9:00AM

SUN: COFFEE & ROLLS AFTER 9AM MASS

JOIN US WEEKLY:

(SPP Conference Room)
(SPP Dining Hall)

(SPP Dining Hall)

JOIN THE

CHURCH CHOIR

oS0 4O
NaVasvae

We practice on Monday evenings, and sing for Mass on
the 2nd Sunday and 4th Saturday of each month, and any
5th Sunday, from October through June. Practices will
begin in mid September, and our first Choir Mass will be

N

COME JOIN OUR ADULT CHOIR!

on Sunday, October 11%.

For more information, or to join, contact
Greg at 763-412-0641.

Readings for the week of
August 23, 2026

Sunday:
Is 22:19-23/Ps 138:1-2a, 2b-3, 6 and 8/
Rom 11:33-36/Mt 16:13-20

Monday:
Rv 21:9b-14/Ps 145:10-11, 12-13, 17-18/
Jn 1:45-51

Tuesday:
2 Thes 2:1-3a, 14-17/Ps 96:10, 11-12, 13/
Mt 23:23-26

Wednesday:
2 Thes 3:6-10, 16-18/Ps 128:1-2, 4-5/
Mt 23:27-32

Thursday:
1 Cor 1:1-9/Ps 145:2-3, 4-5, 6-7/
Mt 24:42-51

Friday:
1 Cor 1:117-25/Ps 33:1-2, 4-5,10-11/
Mt 25:1-13

Saturday:
1 Cor 1:26-31/Ps 33:12-13, 18-19, 20-21/
Mk 6:17-29

Next Sunday:
Jer 20:7-9/Ps 63:2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9/
Rom 12:1-2/Mt 16:21-27

CATHOLIC UNITED
FINANCIAL

Ss. Peter and Paul Parish
Volunteer Team #056

Our Catholic United
Financial Parish Volunteer
Team promotes our faith
and strengthens our
community through various
activities. We are
committed to the social,
service, and religious needs
of our parish community.

Join Catholic United
Financial by contacting
Team Director, Joyce H. at
763-498-7187, or Adminis-
trative Coordinator, Cecilia
K. at 612-834-4487.




_— PRAYER =™~
PRAYER CHAIN MINISTRY Blossed Virgin s

The Prayer Chain Ministry comprises parishioners dedicated to praying for others. To place some-

one on a Prayer Chain, please contact Lynn Scholtes at 612-801-1588 / lynnscholtes@gmail.com. RMW sy, @

ric Alger—Army; Patrick Eikmeier—Army National Guard; Nick Elsen—Air Force; Dalton Pouliot—
Army National Guard; Nickolas Sieg—Army; Peter Weber—Air Force. Auggst2026
If you would like @ member of our U.S. Military listed or removed, please contact Sherry at the Ss. Peter & + That ol IECCRERRERERRIERSC aig Wil ind

peace and joy in the path that God has laid
before them;

Paul Parish Office—763-479-0535 or selsen@saintsppta.org.

« For the intentions written in the Prayer Inten-

PRAY FOR THE SICK . o . tion Book in the Adoration Chapel; and
Because of our need to respect the privacy of individuals/families, we must have a member of
the family call us to have a name included here. Unless we hear from the family, we will take a
name off after 3 months. Thank you!

« For the intentions of the participants of the
Blessed Virgin’s Rosary Ministry.

New members are always welcome.

e Willie Anderson (10/7) ® Red Ziesmer (10/27) ® SPeCia| Intention (11/12) For information or to join, visit our website or
e Luke Dugan (10/21) e Rosie Arens (11/6) contact Joanne at jmschu@live.com.
PRAY FOR THOSE DISCERNING THE DIACONATE
e Cory Plotts.....Diaconate Formation e Todd Ziesmer.....Diaconate Formation “The adoration of Jesus
in the Most Blessed Sa-

crament is the end of the
Church Militant, just as
adoration of God in His
glory is the end of the
Church Triumphant. A
holy rivalry, a concert of
prayer, a harmony of divine
service should exist between the heavenly
court and the Eucharistic court here below,

NAME ONW {E SOUL between the adorer and his mother the
OF EVERYIMAN.” Church.”

ARCHBISHOP FULTON SHEEN ~ St. Peter . Eymard

v

“GOD WRITES HIS

[ ]
Adoration
Open Hours
NIGHT HOURS:
Sunday.....2:00 AM | 3:00 AM | 5 AM-Prayer Partner
o /23 c Friday, 1:00 AM
Frea Peﬁeﬁw/ Evcharistic SAdoration e oo | S
Area Perpetual Adoration is in Our Lady of Loretto Chapel, which is located in the old Convent MORNING HOURS: e
building on the Ss. Peter & Paul Church grounds. To sign up for an hour, please contact Sherry in saturday '
the Parish Office (763-479-0535) or one of the members of our Adoration Core Team listed below. AFTERNOON HOURS:
Sunday 3:00 PM
ADORATION CHAPEL CORE TEAM saturday e
hleadlCOOEINA T - Joanne o 763-360-2639 S O T
Assistant Coordinator..........ccccceevee.e... Biane s 612-730-9386 E——— 7 T ) A
5 ER or information on this ministry or to inquire about an hour,
nght.D|V|S|on.Lg§der ........................... Brenda.....ccccovveveviieninenennee 763-656-7910 please scroll down to the finkander Gontast i AREETERIEEEl
Morning Co-Division Leader................ JUAY. oo 763-331-5703 the Parish Office at 763-479-0535.
Morning Co-Division Leader................ Peggy...cccovveviriiiciceeeee 612-616-7143 Location of Our Lady of Loretto Chapel
Afternoon Division Leader................... Lilleeeeeeeeeeeierereseseeeeeeeene 612-600-2050 Ss. Peter & Paul Campus + 145 Railway St. E. + Loretto, MN

Evening Division Leader............c......... CONNIe: s mmmanmrms 763-228-8330






