THE CATHOLIC CHURCH OF

SAINTS PETER AND PAUL

150 Railway St. E., P.O. Box 96, Loretto, MN 55357
Ph: (763) 479-0535 + www.sspap.org + sppoffice@saintsppta.org

JULY 12, 2026

AS HE
SOWLD,
SOME SEED
FELL...

OUR PARISH MISSION
To form and nurture disciples of Jesus Christ in union with the Roman Catholic Church.
Weekend Masses (Al SPP weekend Masses in Church) “Temporary” Confession Schedule
Tue, Wed, Thu, Fri....cccovvrerenreenne 7:45-8:15am @ St. Thomas
M}’ M}’ Tue, Wed, Fri 3:30-4pm @ St. Thomas
4:00pm.......Ss. Peter & Paul 7:30am.......St. Thomas Wednesdays ......... 6:15-7pm @ St. Thomas (w/Adoration)
5:30pm.......St. Thomas 9:00am.......Ss. Peter & Paul First Thursdays 3:30-4pm @ St. Thomas

R Saturdays 7:30-8:15am @ St. Thomas

3-3:45pm @ Ss. Peter & Paul

“Temporary” Weekday Mass Schedule

Tue, Wed, Thu, Fri, & Sat.........8:30am @ St. Thomas Sacrament Guidelines

Baptisms:

Make arrangements with the pastor. Copy of Birth Certificate must be
submitted, at the latest, one week before the baptism.

Welcome Visitors!

To join our parish, please go to our
website, contact the Parish Office, or
scan the QR code to the right to be
taken to our online registration form.

Marriages:
Make arrangements with the pastor 6-8 months in advance. Must be a

registered parishioner at least six months prior to beginning marriage
prep. Cohabiting couples will normally be required to separate before
scheduling a wedding.

Archdiocese Victim Assistance Hotline: (651) 291-4475
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15" SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

July 12, 2026

This is the 15" Sunday in Ordinary Time. In our Gospel reading
Jesus comments on how gross and hardened the hearts of His
people are toward Him. This is a strong message we must take to
heart. The Lord knows that we can fear feeling like we need to
change something in our lives. Listening to Jesus can stir the
heart to recognize something that we have overlooked or refused
to be willing to change or abandon.

In our first reading the Lord says that His word will bear fruit in us.
We can determine how much fruit His word can bear in us. Our
nation has been consecrated to the Sacred Heart of Jesus by our

oo

b /,
Cﬂ% 'Cg bishops just last month. The image of the Sacred Heart that Jesus

>

inspired St. Margaret Mary to have commissioned shows His heart
on top of His clothes. This is a reminder that as we are made in His
image, and we have feelings, so too does the Lord have feelings
for us. This image is a call from Jesus to return to a strong and
determined love for Him.

DI.SK

As we see the lush green around us during summer, try to let that lushness in
creation urge us on to bearing fruit in the Lord’s eyes through loving Jesus and
allowing Him to move us to removing that which is not of Him within us.

Change in Funeral Policy:

Over the years our parish has picked up most of the cost of funeral luncheons for
parishioners in addition to providing a space and a crew of volunteers to serve and clean up
the luncheon following funerals.

Though we have had funeral luncheon envelopes in our envelope packets, the parish has
consistently lost several thousand dollars a year on luncheon subsidies. We have checked
area parishes to see how they handle funeral luncheons. We found that none of them pays for
meals, which clarifies that our current practice is not typical.

Parish leadership has been evaluating this issue for the past year and has determined that a
change is needed. Given all the maintenance and restoration projects we have undertaken,
and more that remain to be done, the parish will no longer subsidize the cost of funeral
luncheons. We do this with care and gratitude for your understanding.

We will continue to provide our dining room and gym space for luncheons and volunteers to
serve the luncheons. We will also continue to provide place settings, paperware, coffee, juice
and water as we do now. The change is that now the catering bill will be paid by the family
rather than the parish. This change brings us in line with what most parishes have felt the
need to do in recent years.

NOTICE ON “JULY” OFFERTORY ENVELOPES

Cathedral will not be sending monthly envelopes for July in order to catch up on
production for its 3,000-plus customers. We are sorry for the inconvenience, but
please use a previous month's envelope you still have available and write the
correct date on it; or on an envelope you are using, please list your name, indicate
it is for your Sunday offering, and include your envelope number. THANK YOU!

THANK YOU!

Thank you for your generous support in last week’s Peter’s Pence Collection! As a parish, we
collected $7,773.00. Our contributions join those from our brothers and sisters worldwide to
help Pope Leo XIV in his ministry to the Universal Church, including relief to people in need
and support for the Holy See. If you missed the collection, it is not too late to give. Visit
www.usccb.org/peters-pence.

BULLETIN SUBMISSIONS

Bulletin articles are due by 9:00 AM on
Mondays, unless indicated else-where in
the bulletin. All articles must be
completely written before submitting.
Please email to both selsen@saintsppta
.org and jrathburn@saintsppta.org.

Thank you.

COFFEE & ROLLS

All are invited to the Parish Center
Dining Hall for coffee, juice and rolls
following the 9 AM Mass.

Ss. Peter & Paul
Office Hours

Tuesday - Friday
9am - 4pm

Parish Staff

Rev. Glen Jenson, Pastor
frienson@saintsppta.org

Rev. Sebastien Bakatu
Weekend Assistant

Tom Utecht, Deacon
dentutecht@saintsppta.org

Todd Ziesmer
Parish Business Administrator
tziesmer@saintsppta.org

Sherry Elsen
Parish Office Administrator
selsen@saintsppta.org

Lynn Scholtes
Administrative Assistant
Ischoltes@saintsppta.org

T) Slamkowski
Dir. of Youth
Ministry/Safe Envnrmt Coordinator
tjslamkowski@saintsppta.org

Claire Lenz
Dir. of Faith Formation
clenz@saintsppta.org

Joyce Rathburn
Parish Life Coordinator
jrathburn@saintsppta.org

Gary Zitzloff
Director of Maintenance
gzitzloff@saintsppta.org

Carrie Ferdinandt
Music Coordinator &
Ss. Peter & Paul Organist

Greg Elsen
Volunteer Choir Director

Trustees

Brad Jacobs, Lee Schlosser

Parish Council
Bill Maurer-Chair; Lark Ahlstrom,
Paul Gibson, Todd Johnson, Scott
Ritter; Tim Spaulding,
OPEN POSITION

Finance Council
Rachel Polson-Chair,
Dan Doboszenski, Randy Elsen,
Bernadette Grenzer,
Jovelyn Larson
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_—=> SUPPORTING PARISH & COMMUNITY ~—~—

PARISH FINANCIAL UPDATE (July 2025-June 2026 contributions)

Contributions toward our renovation project are not included.

Week Ending July 5, 2026
Donation Type W/E Collection YTD Actual YTD Budget Difference | Prior YTD Actual
Envelopes $4,713.00 $4,713.00 $6,500.00 | $(1,787.00) $4,873.00 For online Sunday
Electronic Giving $1,818.00 $1,818.00 $2,150.00 $(332.00) $992.13 Offering
Loose Plate $196.00 $196.00 $375.00 $ (179.00) $305.75 COZt"bgt/;O“f;
scan above coqQe or
TOTALS $6,727.00 $6,727.00 $9,025.00 $(2,298.00) $6,170.88 go to sspap.org/online-
giving.
“ACCESS FORALL" | CHALLENGE For donations to
N R <SFOR ALL or goto
- VD JY 5 https://secure.m
Y oA S _Js1.000000 Clul e https://secure.myv
a : ] AC Cbaueng anco.com/YNYQ/ca
_| $950000 Scan QR code mpaign/C-14D63
] §9OO 000 to the right...
_| $850000 &é.,/ -,
NAN
| Mﬁﬁmﬁ “ACCESS FOR ALL" | UPDATE
_| $750000 . . .
Today they finished sheathing the side walls up, and
_] $700000 started setting the roof trusses. The electric has been
Broader Parishioner Gifts - The table below represents gifts from the broader | ss00m0 r?ugged"” into éhe base?e”t aifeha ar;)d the HVAnthaa
parishioner base and is distinct from lead commitments and other forms of also been started. Once the roof has been installed, they

can start framing the elevator's shaft walls.

support already secured.

Total Donations Thank You to everyone who have been so generous with
Gift Level #of Donors | per Gift Level Actual ded your donations. We are over 2 way of our goal of
$20,000 1 $20,000 s $20,000 $1,000,000.00 and need a big push to reach our goal. If
$10,000 2 $20,000 $10,000 $10,000 weather cooperates, we may be into our new elevator
$7,500 5 $45,000 $- $45,000 space by the end of September.
$5,000 10 $50,000 $30,700 $19,300
$2,500 10 $25,000 $5,069 $19,931 Thank YOU!
$1,000 20 $20,000 $17,941 $2,059 $62 0,709 Gary
$500 50 $25,000 $6,409 $18,661
|<500 1 $2,000 $1,325 $755 P.S. No jokes today, time to get serious and get this
Patronal Feast H
Proceeds s17,766|  $(17,766) project completed....
Total 100 $207,000 $89,209 $117,791

Early-Bird Tickets

GOLF FOR LOVE

$450 Per Team
Includes boxed lunch, a bucket of balls,
and one swag bag per person.

Tickets increase to $500 starting Aug 1.

To, register, go to

https://events.golfstatus.com/event/golf-for-love-2026
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GOSPEL MEDITATION

Sometimes | feel capable of absorbing al-
most anything except God’s Word. My mind
soaks up song lyrics, sports trivia, and end-
less online content. But what was the reading
at Mass this morning? | struggle to recall. That
realization discourages me, and it leads to an
uncomfortable question. What is my heart
really for? Is it shaped for con-stant
information and distraction, or is it truly
designed for God? Am | capable of deeply
receiving His Word?

Jesus speaks directly to this today with a
simple image. “The seed sown on rich soil is
the one who hears the word and understands
it.” By comparing the Word of the Kingdom to
a seed, Jesus reveals something hopeful
about us. The human heart is made for that
seed. Soil and seed belong together. No
matter how compacted, rocky, or overgrown
the ground has become, the Sower never
stops sowing.

God loves our hearts. He sees them as a
farmer sees his fields, full of potential. Human
hearts can indeed “understand the Word.”
Understanding does not mean mastering
information. It means letting the Word sink in,
interacting with it, and giving it a home. It
means trusting that, beneath the surface, God
is at work in quiet and hidden ways.

When we allow the Holy Spirit to loosen the
soil of our hearts through prayer, repentance,
and simplicity, the same Word that created
the universe begins to bear fruit in us, 30, 60,
even a hundredfold.

Lord Jesus, Sower of life, soften the soil of my
heart. Let Your Word take root in me again,
and bring forth the fruit You desire. Amen.

— Father John Muir

©LPi

RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS...
The Gardener and the Soil

| began writing this piece by googling “how do you make soil fertile?”
which should tell you everything you need to know about my own
abilities as a gardener.

| remember seeing a packet of seeds in the store one summer as a
child and convincing my mother to buy them. They were delphiniums,
which bloom into a beautiful cone shape if you know what you’re
doing. Alas, | didn’t. | chose for my garden a particularly dry spot of
earth right next to my backyard playset, scattered the seeds,
congratulated myself, and went on my merry way. | returned
occasionally to water the area, but only when | remembered to.

Nothing grew, not even a little sprout. | was more than heartbroken —
my faith was shaken. | had planted these seeds! | had watered them!
(A little.) There was sunlight! All my childhood books and rhymes said
this was all you needed. Was it all a lie?

Of course it wasn’t a lie. Seeds need soil, sunlight, water, and oxygen
— good soil, adequate sunlight for whatever the plant is, and
consistent water.

So what seeds need more than anything is a gardener. (At least,
delphiniums do.)

When | hear the parable of the rich soil and the rocky ground in the
Gospel of Matthew, | often miss the point. | think Jesus is trying to give
me a message about how | should be. “Be better.” That’s what | think
He’s telling me.

| forget that | am only the soil. | cannot enrich myself; all my efforts to
do so will come to nothing. What He is telling me is to ask the
gardener: “Make me what | need to be.”

©LPi

WHY DO WE DO THAT?
Catholic Life Explained

Question:
My friend has never heard of Christ and | want to share the Gospel
with her but I'm afraid to. How do | share my faith?

Answer:

There are a lot of ways to bring up the topic of religion, without being
judgmental or pushy. Begin by asking what her thoughts are about
religion, or what her experience was growing up. Finding common
ground is often easier than you think, because the questions and
problems we have about God, the presence of evil, our purpose in life,
and our relationship with God are universal concerns.

Why are you afraid? If you do not want to insult or offend someone,
don't be pushy or judgmental. If you are uncertain about how to
explain your own faith, do a little reading or practice with a friend. If
you measure success only by this person converting, focus your
attention more on beginning the conversation, not on bringing it to a
perfect close! Faith is a journey of many acts of belief, many
discussions about God, and many choices about how we practice
what we preach. In some we will have great success; in others we will
need forgiveness and perseverance. The most important thing to keep
in mind is that the Holy Spirit is always at work and our most humble
efforts can bear great fruit. Have faith in God because he has faith in
you!

©LPi
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¢ CORN ON THE COB
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IN MEMORIAM

Please pray for the repose of the soul of
JoAnn Warren, a past parishioner of Ss.
Peter & Paul. JoAnn and her husband,
Dick, and children - Cathie, Rich, Jeff, &
Steve, were parishioners of Ss. Peter &
Paul from 1977 to 1986, and were very
active in the parish.

JoAnn’s funeral will be held here at Ss.
Peter & Paul on Saturday, July 18%,

2026 MCCL PRIMARY ELECTON
VOTER mgy}gy@

Minnesota’s critical primary election is on Tuesday, August 11%.
Early voting begins June 26—and MCCL's Primary Election
Voter's Guide is now available online!

Why does the primary election matter? Because what
happens in the November general election is contingent (to a
large degree) on what happens in the primary election this
summer. That's when we decide who will represent each party
on the ballot.

Will those candidates be strongly pro-life? Can they win over
voters in tight general election races against well-funded pro-
abortion opponents? Will we see a pro-life legislature elected
in November—one that that will stop abortion extremism in
Minnesota and begin restoring protections for the vulnerable?

All of this depends on the candidates we choose in the
primary election!

You can find our voter’s guide and other election information
right now by going to mccl.org/election.

followed by burial at Ss. Peter & Paul Cemetery and a luncheon
in the Parish Center. The family requests any memorials go to
Ss. Peter & Paul Church or to a favorite charity.

We express our deepest sympathy to JoAnn’s family and
friends, and pray that the love of God will provide them with
comfort. May JoAnn rest in the eternal peace of Christ and may
the souls of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God,
rest in peace.

IS GOD GROWING IN YOUR HEART? N
What type of Soil are You? J »‘ A
| N \ y ll - . .
\) Twins Youth Baseball/Softball Clinic 4-6
,.b Free lce Cream o Giveaways e Kids Activities

The Roc/ey §oi/ he We?y oi/ ‘ The Good Soil
The Seed is the Word of God.

Pre-Game Events Begin at 4pm - First Pltch at 7pm
Arnold Klaers Field - Loretto, MN
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LITURGICAL MINISTERS ’ 7 A
Sub. July 15 W JOIN A SMALL GROUP -5
12— Fr. Steve Ulrick and learn moreabout...
Sacristan JoAnn Schlosser ( )
Rosary........ee. Bill & Vicki Magevas UR
31T S— Ray Polson, Jeanne Zitzloff READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF
(1 1] A Diane Oberg JULY 12, 2026
.Rachel Polson
gz Sunday: Is 55:10-11/Ps 65:10, 11, 12-
sun, July 19 - 9AM :II§:1'I_4$/R0m 8:18-23/Mt 13:1-23 or
Priest Fr. Steve Ulrick Foster personal relationships, build community, and grow as a joyful '
D o i missionary disciple of Christ. Learn more about the beauty of our Monday: Is 1:10-17/Ps 50:8-9,
eacon om Utec @oiholic Caith. 16bc-17, 21 and 23/Mt 10:34-11:1
Sacristan........... Mary Kaye Schneider : e
Rosar Meg Clemens You do not need to be a church member to join a small Tuesday: Is 7:1'9/ Ps 48:2-3a, 3b-
Vs 9 group, so invite friends and family, or consider leading 4, 5-6, 7-8/Mt 11:20-24
UShers......eeee.. Todd Johnson, Ruth Lehn your own small group. Scan the QR to the right to see | Wednesday: Is 10:5-7, 13b-16/Ps

.Meg Clemens all groups, as more may be added. 94:5-6, 7-8, 9-10, 14-15/Mt 11:25-

27

Lector.....

Comm Assist......Deacon Tom
(up Minister........Gwen Maurer Thursday: Is 26:7-9, 12, 16-19/Ps
102:13-14ab and 15, 16-18, 19-21/Mt

Hospitality........Knights of Columbus CALENDAR 11:28-30

- Friday: Is 38:1-6, 21-22, 7-8/Is
SPP = Ss. Peter & Paul | 3840 12apcd, 16/Mt 12:1-8

ST = St. Thomas
6}77&66/ M Saturday: Mi 2:1-5/Ps 10:1-2, 3-4,
boridi WED, July 15 | Summer Youth Group | 6:30-8pm @ SPP ettt
WED, July 22 | Women’s Group Meeting | 10 am in SPP Dining Hall Next Sunday: Wis/12:13, 16-19/Ps
Summer Youth Group | 6:30-8 pm @ SPP Slesslen LA Iy lRiein ise
Gy 14-19, 2026 WED, July 29 | Summer Youth Group | 6:30-8pm @ SPP 2/ME 152445 or 13:24:50

FRI, July 31 VM Young Adult Game Night | 7pm in SPP Dining Hall
Tues......+Rosalie Miller

Wed.....+Fr. Martin B. Shallbetter AUGUST CATHOLIC UNITED
Thur.._.+Steve Viedu SAT, Aug 1 Parish BBQ | Following 4 pm Mass FINANCIAL

SUN, Aug2 | Private Rental | 12-5pm, Spp Parish Center Ss. Peter and Paul Parish
Sat......4:00pm...+Jean Koriol SAT,Aug 8 | VM Young Adult Swing Dance | 7-11pm SPP Gym DFRSRARSN T RoT) WL
Sun......9:00am...+Betty Green WED, Aug 12| Summer Youth Group | 6:30-8pm @ SPP Our Catholic United

WED, Aug 19 | Summer Youth Group | 6:30pm @ SPP Blnrictnl Darbeh Aok sntms

Team promotes our faith
and strengthens our

?:leERVANcEs FOR THE WEEK OF —_————————— sy Anpaon st
12, 2026

Sunday: 15" Sunday in Ordinary Time
Monday: St. Henry

.

to the social, service, and
religious needs of our parish
Wednesdays: Young Adult Study | 6:30-8:30pm I Join Catholic United Financial

Tuesday: St. Kateri Tekakwitha, Virgin (SPP Conference Room)

I by contacting Team Director,
Wednesday: St. Bonaventure, Bishop and Doctor . . : i Joyce H. at 763-498-7187, or
of the Church Thursdays: Mzagpspslgﬂia:]lgGHr:H;o | ez I Administrative Coordinator,
Thursday:  Our Lady of Mt. Carmel JORRIE B 70047 2328
Fridav: Sundays: Coffee & Rolls after 9:00am Mass I
riday: (SPP Dining Hall)
Saturday: St Camilus de Lels, Priet ]
Next Sunday: 16" Sunday of Ordinary Time I I

I I I I B B B D D D D E—
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PRAYER CHAIN MINISTRY B é W .
The Prayer Chain Ministry comprises parishioners dedicated to praying for others. To place some- 8 ”Zm 8

one on a Prayer Chain, please contact Lynn Scholtes at 612-801-1588 / lynnscholtes@gmail.com. Rﬂd c
ary Ministry
PRAY FOR THOSE IN THE MILITARY .
Eric Alger—Army; Patrick Fikmeier—Army National Guard; Nick Elsen—Air Force; Dalton Pouliot— Prayer Inggntion for
Army National Guard; Nickolas Sieg—Army; Peter Weber—Air Force. July 2026
If you would like @ member of our U.S. Military listed or removed, please contact Sherry at the Ss. Peter & « For families and friends gathering together this
Paul Parish Office—763-479-0535 or selsen@saintsppta.org. summer, that their faith will provide them with
peaceful and joyful celebrations;

PRAY FOR THE SICK « For the intentions written in the Prayer Inten-
Because of our need to respect the privacy of individuals/families, we must have a member of tion EgEk TRHS Adorgiion IS
the family call us to have a name included here. Unless we hear from the family, we will take a « For the intentions of the participants of the
name off after 3 months. Thank you! Blessed Virgin's Rosary:Ministry.

o |luke Dugan (7/22) ® Rosie Arens (8/6) e Mary Jorgenson (8/20) New members are always welcome.

o Red Ziesmer (7/22) e Special Intention (8/6) e Mary Zachman (10/1) i ’Zg‘;’f;gt“]‘;'; r‘]’;e“’alt"l‘;;’;:fé‘;,’v:gg;te c

o Dave &Sue Evensen (8/1) e Norm Winter (8/8) e Willie Anderson (10/7) i

PRAY FOR THOSE DISCERNING THE DIACONATE

* Cory Plotts.....Diaconate Formation e Todd Ziesmer.....Diaconate Formation “How many of you say:

I should like to see His
face, His garments, His
shoes. You do see Him,
you eat Him. He gives
Himself to you,
not only that you may

SPhayer for Elbundant Ghauth

Dear God, see Him, but also
Bless our efforts in Your Name. to be your food and
Help us to understand Your will. nourishment.”

Allow us to follow the invitation
You have provided.
We want to be rich soil — help us respond
deeply and abundantly to every place You call.

~ St. John Chrysostom

Amen. Adoration
oLpi Open Hours
NIGHT HOURS:
SUREER] somsaomcumosaosioons 2:00 AM | 3:00 AM | 5:00 AM
e %yne&m[ Euchanistio (doration . o A | 300 A
Area Perpetual Adoration is in Our Lady of Loretto Chapel, which is located in the old Convent AFTERNOON HOURS:
AR St M BT S O Tl 2 e L Sy
the Parish Office (763-479-0535) or one of the members of our Adoration Core Team listed below.
EVENING HOURS:
ADORATION CHAPEL CORE TEAM SBEUMGRY vttt 8:00 PM
Head Coordinator .......cccceeveeeverevverennene. Joanne .....cocceveueneee. 763.360.2639 NS
Assistant Coordinator.........cccceeeevevennene. Diane....cocceeeevecnnenee. 612.730.9386 o GraEsidtars, G is el aliaue
Night Division Leader:.........ccccceueueueuneee Brenda......ccocoeeueucee. 763.656.7910 taking an hour, go to the website by
Morming Division Leader:.........ccc.......... JUAY oo 763.331.5703 ;ngfgiéﬁ'/sp?ﬁﬁff’ﬁl i
Afternoon Division Leaders................... Lilleeeeeeeieeeeeeceee 612.600.2050 trator at 763-479-0535.

Evening Division Leader:........c.ccccoceuee. G Drrrrrrerrrrerrrrerereer 763.228.8330






